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www.zionyork.org 

Telephone: 767- 4673 
The Reverend Stanley Combs, Lead Pastor 
 The Reverend Dr. Janyce Jorgensen, Pastor  

Mission Statement 
Venturing out in faith—with vision– 
empowered by the Holy Spirit, this 
congregation proclaims Jesus Christ’s 
Gospel to all; promotes spiritual 
growth, nurtures one other; and serves 
our community and world. 

Services: 
     •  Saturday 5:30 PM—Multi-media 
     •  Sunday 8:00 AM—Traditional 
     •  Sunday 9:30 AM—Multi-media 
     •  Sunday 11:00 AM—Traditional 
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Staff at Zion Lutheran Church 

 

Position                     Name       Email Address   
 
Lead Pastor                     Rev Stanley Combs                     revstan@comcast.net 
Pastor                     Rev Dr Janyce Jorgensen          jjorgensen@zionyork.org 
Parish Administrator                  Patrick Dye               pdye@ zionyork.org 
Director of Christian Education     Terri Abruzzese                 tabruzzese@zionyork.org 
Director of Joyful Noise Preschool     Pam Zimmerman          joyfulnoise@zionyork.org 
Director of Youth & Family Ministry      Dave Mullé                     dmulle@zionyork.org  
Director of Traditional Music           Jerry Mummert                 jmummert@zionyork.org 
Director of Contemporary Music         Jeff Stabley              jeffstabley@aol.com 
Secretary                                             Curry Smith                 info@zionyork.org  

Pastors’ Office Hours 

 
Both of our pastors have normally scheduled office 
hours at the church each week.  If you would like to 
schedule a time to meet with them during these times or 
another date or time of mutual convenience, please con-
tact the church office (767-4673) to speak to either pas-
tor.  Their normal schedules are: 

 
  Pastor Stan Combs: Mondays & Fridays, 9:00 – 11:30 a.m.  
  Pastor Janyce Jorgensen: Tuesdays & Thursdays, 8:45-11  a.m. 
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  A Thank You from Social Ministry  
  
    Thank you to all of the congregation members who  
    recently supported our Harvest Home collection with 
    both food and monetary donations.  We collected $357.00 
for Lutheran Social Services food supplements and our collection boxes in the Narthex 
were overflowing!  All food items went to the York County Food Bank.   

  

Welcome! 
The following new members were received in November to the Zion family: 

· Frank Heisey  
· Penny Lemelman  
· C. J. and Pam Rhoades and son Logan 
· Mario Saullo  
 

 

 We pray for God’s blessing upon these new members’ ministry here in our midst. 

Control: To exercise directing influence, power, and authority over  
conditions 
 

Humans like to be n control, having the power to choose exactly what is going to 
happen and when.  Unfortunately life isn’t like that—we only think we’re in control.  
So when something happens and we realize we’re not in control, we feel lost, over-

whelmed, angry, even terrified.  Stephen Ministers are trained to help when things are out of 
control.  They provide support and encouragement while helping a person put faith and trust in 
God.  If you would like to know more about Stephen Ministry, call Rose Hartzell or Pastor 
Janyce. 
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“In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the River Jor-
dan.  And when he came up out of the water, immediately he saw the heavens opened and the 
Spirit descending upon him like a dove; and a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my beloved 
Son, with You I am well pleased.”  Mark 1: 9-10 
 

“Grant us grace to see thee Lord, present in thy holy word; grace to imitate thee now, and be 
pure, as pure art thou; that we may become like thee, at thy great epiphany, and may praise 
thee ever blest; God in flesh made manifest.”  Evangelical Lutheran Worship #310 
 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,  
 

My first wish for you is for God’s richest blessings for the New Year- may you know joy in 
your life of faith the hope of all things possible in Christ.  In the life of the church, shortly after 
the calendar year changes, the church season moves from the season of Christmas to the season 
of Epiphany, which begins on January 6.  On this day, we remember the journey of the magi, led 
by a star from a far off land to Bethlehem, where they visited, adored, and gifted the baby Jesus 
as newborn king.  
 

When I was growing up, my father’s side of the family (Russian Orthodox in background) cele-
brated Christmas on January 6- our Epiphany celebration is also commonly known as Orthodox 
Christmas.  We shared in a large family meal together and did give and receive presents (but not 
as many as on December 25!).  As a child, I thought this was the greatest thing, as the celebra-
tion of Christmas- the joy, the anticipation, it significance- resonated throughout the 12 days 
beginning on December 25 and concluding on January 6.   
 

As the church moves into the season of Epiphany, we continue to celebrate Christ’s indwelling 
presence in our lives and in our world.  The word Epiphany literally means to “manifest, reveal, 
make known” and we hear wonderful stories during this season of how Jesus is made known to 
the world as the Son of God.  In his baptism, Jesus is proclaimed as God’s beloved Son.  In his 
early days of public ministry, Jesus teaches and performs miracles showing and sharing God’s 
power and God’s love. 
 

The hymn I have quoted above, “Songs of thankfulness and praise” (Evangelical Lutheran Wor-
ship, #310) is a wonderful Epiphany hymn which captures many of the stories, themes, and cele-
brations of the season.  I encourage you to look it up as you prepare for worship one day during 
this season, hearing in the words of the hymn how God is manifested to us through his Son, Je-
sus Christ.   
 

One more thing- and the hymn reminds us of this- we are called to continue the epiphany- the 
revelation of God in our midst.  When you imitate Christ- when you live, love and serve in the 
manner of Jesus- you are revealing Christ to others.  A tall order for sure, but it’s what the sea-
son, and what the Christian life is all about.  Christ is revealed to us, and being so blessed, we 
reveal Christ to others. Wishing you the blessings of this time of year, and the joy of the season.  
  
Yours in Christ, 
Janyce C. Jorgensen, Pastor 
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Making Your New Year’s Resolution 

 
As I sit to write this Discipleship article on the topic on 
making New Year’s Resolutions, I have just returned 
from church where I heard Pastor Janyce’s very fine 
Sunday morning message about John the Baptist’s re-
minder that we should not procrastinate, but be prepared 
and ready.  
 
In other words, “plan ahead”. At Zion we are now into a 

new year of programs and ministries. Are we ready for what this year has in store for 
us? What have we done to prepare? Can we be confident that we are starting the year 
out on the right foot? Are we being as supportive as we should? 
 
Perhaps you received a 2009 calendar or planner for Christmas to help you plan or have 
an established way to track events and appointments.  Whatever the method, there are 
many regular and special dates worth marking your calendar to be at Zion: weekly wor-
ship services, Church School, Committee A or B Nights, Youth Group, Growth Group, 
Lenten Services, Vacation Bible School, Ladies Night Out, Advent Family Night and 
Bible Study – just to name a few.    
 
Many of Zion’s programs and ministries require the talents of its members. All talents 
are welcome, such as the simple act of participating in the wheel chair ministry at Kelly 
or Sprenkle Village so that residents may attend their Sunday afternoon worship service. 
Have you considered becoming a Stephen Minister? Are you handy with a hammer? 
Then perhaps you would like to help out with a Habitat for Humanity project. 
 
For 2009 let us plan to lovingly and openly remember our faith commitment to God by 
giving of our time, the use of our many talents no matter how small or what might seem 
insignificant, as well as our resources.  
 
Many Blessings for the New Year! 
Doreen Meeker 
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 As I have stated in earlier articles and writings, what we did when we changed 
our approach to “Youth Ministry” was to acknowledge an emphasis on strengthening 
families with the creation of the position I now hold, changing part of our focus from 
creating strong youth to creating strong families.  The conversations that I have had with 
my youth and family ministry colleagues point to the fact that we seem to be losing a 
significant number of members once they leave home to go to college.  More often than 
not it seems that those members do not make their way back to a church home – be it the 
one they came from or a new one. 
 So how do we prevent this loss of Christians and the future of the Church?  This 
is a large portion of what I am being trained to do in my position.  According to the 
Website Exemplrym.com it takes 5 caring adults in the life of a child to raise them in 
faith.  I am heartened by the number of families who bring their children to Sunday 
school and worship services.  Our families are strong and we have the tools we need to 
raise up strong Christians.  What I want to share with you over the next few months is 
one of the first things I learned in my class.  Toward this end I will give you a series of 4 
articles dealing with the Four Keys to Faith Formation. 
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 As always brothers and sisters I am available to you anytime, either call or stop 
by to see me. 
In Christ’s Service; 
-Dave 

Oh the weather outside is frightful, but the Chili from 
Zion is delightful, …. so bring your favorite dish to 
compete, or just bring your appetite and eat. That's 
right...it's time to fire up the crock pots for Zion's annual 
Chili Cook-off.  Mark your calendar for January 25, at 
Noon. 
Once again we will have 3 categories of chili: traditional, 
fire-house, and unique.  We would also like to see more 
entries in the corn-bread competition.  Prizes will be 
awarded to the best in each category.  Sign up on the 
sheet in the Narthex whether you are cooking or just 
coming to eat.  Call Susan Belnick at 764-0018 with any 
questions. 
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Zest for Zion highlights and updates some of the major projects going on at Zion 
Lutheran Church over the prior 30 days, as well as sharing the success stories of 
our congregation.  Enjoy!  
· Besides the bags and bags of food that was collected for the York County Food Bank, we 

also collected $357.00 in support of Lutheran Social Services during our annual Harvest 
Home weekend.  Thanks to all who contributed. 

· With our country’s current economic struggles and housing crisis, there have been many 
who have lost their homes and the York Rescue Mission is in dire need of 600 beds.  They 
are trying to meet this need by handing out sleeping bags.  Your contributions, to date, sent 
over $900 to the mission.  This equals 75 sleeping bags!!  Thanks again to all who helped 
with this project. 

· The fruits of the Capital Campaign continue to roll in.  Fitz & Smith was at Zion the week 
of December 8th installing 27 additional parking lot spaces, much needed and just in time 
for Christmas Eve.  Thanks to everyone who has made a commitment to our campaign and 
for all who have contributed! 

· Each December, Council authorizes the distribution of Benevolence income that was in ex-
cess of our expenses for the year.  This year, the distribution was as follows: York County 
Council of Churches - $1,000, Lutheran Social Services - $1,000, York Conference Tutor-
ing Program - $1,000, National Gathering Benevolence Cause - $600, Alert Fire Co. #1 - 
$500, Salvation Army - $500, York County Food Bank - $500, and York’s Helping Hands 
for the Homeless - $500. 

· An additional $402.76 was collected for the York County Food Bank this year in coordina-
tion with the purchasing of poinsettias for the church.  Thanks to all for their generosity! 

· Even with a downturn in the economy, Zion was able to support THREE Head Start fami-
lies with Christmas gifts this year (a total of 65 gifts in total!).  All the presents were picked 
up on December 15th and will be delivered prior to Christmas to these families in need.  
Thanks to all who supported this great event!   

$402.76 and 81 Poinsettias! 
 
This was the amount donated to the Food Bank and the number of 
poinsettias ordered that graced the Sanctuary during Advent/
Christmas.   

Many thanks for your contributions to the season! 
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The following Zion committees are looking for assistance.  If you would like to donate 
any of these items or provide funding, either in part or in full, for their purchase, please 
contact Patrick Dye, Parish Administrator, at the church office (767-4673), e-mail 
(pdye@zionyork.org), or leave your contact information at the Information Booth. 
 

This list will be updated monthly with other committee requests and “Thank You’s” to 
those who have provided assistance (with their permission). 
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  As of December 16, 2008 
 

Commitments: Received 132      Money: Received $140,073.88 
      Amount $484,037.00                 % of Committed Amount : 28.94% 
         % of Goal:   74.47% 
 

This is not the end, just the beginning!  Commitments will be received on-going, 
so if you haven’t yet put yours in, please pick up a form at the information booth and 
turn it into Patrick Dye, Parish Administrator, or you may drop it in the offering plate 
during any worship service. 

Committee Item Amount 

Youth & Family Ministry Laptop for Youth & Family Ministry program $600.00 

Property Committee Carpeting for Preschool Director’s office $600.00 

Preschool Committee GBC HeatSeal Ultima 65 - 27 inch Roll Lami-
nator 

$1,390.00 

Property Committee Carpeting for Nursery $1,700.00 

Property Committee Carpeting for Choir Room $1,700.00 

Technology Committee Two new sanctuary cameras $3,500.00 
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Epiphany…did you know? 
 

On the day of Epiphany, January 6, the church celebrates the revelation of Christ to all 
nations as represented by the magi who come to worship Jesus. The church calendar 
recognizes the season of Epiphany from January 6 until the last Sunday before Ash 
Wednesday which is celebrated as the Transfiguration of our Lord.   Last month we 
celebrated the birth of our Lord.  This month is still a celebration…a celebration that 
Jesus is proclaimed to be our Savior and for us to tell the good news.   So, in this new 
year, share the good news with someone! 
Peace, 
Terri Abruzzese 
Christian Education Director 

 

A Great Big Thank you…  
Thank you to Deb Rosenzweig, Barb Reed, Sharon Stites, Holly Rishel and Rita Ware for all 
your hard work with the Christmas Eve play.  Your selfless giving of your time and talents 
truly bless our church family!  Thank you to all the parents who helped during the practices, 
and Christmas Eve activities and for encouraging your children to participate!  Last but cer-
tainly not least, a great big thank you to all the wonderful children who participated in the 
play…you all were wonderful! 
God Bless, 
Terri 
 

Children’s Ministry 
This month during Sunday School, we will be learning about how the Magi follow the 
star to find Jesus and proclaim him as our Savior!  
 

Vacation Bible School…already???? 
Yes, believe it or not, January/early February is the month when we preview the cur-
riculum for VBS and vote on which program to use in July.   We will need chairper-
sons for the following areas:  Snack, Registration, Music, Crafts, Games, Opening/
closing, guide coordinator, & Decorating.  This is a really fun outreach during the 
summer and we need YOU in order to make it all work!  If you would like to be in-
volved in this process (it is a group effort and your input to the program selection is 
important), please contact Terri Abruzzese through email at tabruzzese@zionyork.org 
or call 767-4673. 
 

Confirmation  
January 11, 2009 12:30 – 2:00 p.m. – Lunch with Pastors.  Make sure to have your 
next set of confirmation homework done and bring it to the lunch! 
 

Make – up work – If you have missed any retreats, make sure to stop by my office 
and get a copy of the make-up work. 
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Did you know that Glaucoma is the leading cause of blind-
ness in the United States?  According to the Glaucoma Re-
search Foundation, over three million Americans have 
Glaucoma but only half of those know they have it because 
there are no noticeable signs or symptoms except gradual 
vision loss.  What’s more is that Glaucoma is not a disease 
that is limited to the elderly; the condition can appear in 
children and young adults. African-Americans over age 40 

are also at high risk for developing Glaucoma.  
 
Glaucoma is a caused by a build up of natural fluids in the eye when the fluids are im-
peded from draining properly. The fluid build up increases eye pressure, called in-
traocular pressure. Over time, increased intraocular pressure damages the optic nerve, 
the nerve that carries visual information to the brain.  
 
Glaucoma is often referred to as a “silent thief of sight” because the disease is usually 
not detected until it is at an advanced stage. The key to prevent vision loss is early di-
agnosis and condition management through frequent, routine eye examinations. Once 
detected, an ophthalmologist will monitor the condition closely with a series of tests 
performed regularly to assess optic nerve damage progression. While Glaucoma can-
not be prevented or cured, most people can be treated successfully with oral medica-
tions and/or eye drops. Some patients may require surgery.  
 
The Mayo clinic suggests routine eye exams every two years between the ages of 18 
to 60 and every year after age 60.  African-Americans should have Glaucoma screen-
ings every three to five years from age 20 to 29 and every two to four years from age 
30 to 40, and every one to two years after age 40 (http://www.mayoclinic.com). 
 
Parish Health Committee  
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Rescue Mission  Thank you for your support of Social Ministry's call for blankets and sleeping 
bags for the York Rescue Mission. The people of God at Zion gave of themselves to help many 
in our community to keep warm and to know the goodness of God. 
 

 
 

Ladies Night Out  Come Dance With Us! Enjoy an evening of fun and fellowship on Saturday, 
January 31st  at 7:00 p.m. Details will follow in the bulletin and there will be a sign-up in the nar-
thex. 

 
 

Cancer Patient Pampering   The Pampering Program at York Hospital is geared to those pa-
tients who are struggling with a serious illness, it is a way to support and comfort them. 
Women’s Ministry is collecting the following items for this program:  
nail polish (soft colors), nail polish remover, lipstick, travel size tubes of unscented hand or 
body lotion, etc. Please mark your donation “Pampering Program” and drop off at the informa-
tion booth. Questions? Contact Tonya Thomassy. 
 

 
Next Quarterly Meeting: Monday, January 12, 2009 at 7:00pm, in the fellowship hall.  
 

 
 

Upcoming Women’s Retreats: Mark your calendars for 2009 Women’s Retreats--May 1-3, and 
October 2-4. 
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Questions, ideas, concerns? Please feel free to contact any Women’s Ministry core team mem-
ber: Karen Mechler, Diane Hewitt, Susan Combs, or Deb Anderson. 
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CHURCH COUNCIL  
 

Pastor Stanley W. Combs 
Pastor Janyce C. Jorgensen 
Dallas Barclift, President 

Tim Mechler, Vice-President  
Diane Hewitt, Secretary 

Jeff Stofko, Assistant Secretary 
Rod Brandstedter, Treasurer 

Dave Belnick, Investment Treasurer 
Sara Butala 

Sharon Gates 
Hap Dahlheimer 
Richard Lanoue 

Jennifer Lau 
Mia Varone 

 
 
 
 

Committee Chairs 
 
 Christian Education - Jeff Alloway  
 Christian Fellowship - Sara Butala  
 Discipleship - Doreen Meeker  
 Finance - Kathy Miller / Joe Sierotowicz   
 Mutual Ministry - Nancy Rossi  
 Outreach - Linda Cannon 
 Office Volunteers - Nancy Nitchman and Kim LaFollette; co-chairs 
 Parish Health - Connie Pearl 
  Personnel - Brad Campbell 
 Preschool - Mark Brousseau  
 Property - Bill Cannon  
 Social Ministry - Angela Pease 
 Technology - Fred Wesstrom   
 Worship and Music - Juliann Roderick  
 Youth Council - Dave Mullé  
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